TESTAMENTARY SYSTE M.

- 12. Any nuncupative will may be repealed, revoked or rendered void, by any
writing in the hand of the party, or made by another perfon by his dire@ion, or
by parole evidence of the ferious declaration of the party, made in the prefgnce of
three or more credible perfons, whom he fhall requeft to bear witnefs that the
faid will thould be repealed or rendered void, or ftand for nought.

13. All goods, chattels or perfonal eftates, which the devifor hath, at the

time of his death, may be pafled by a general or refiduary devife.
4

14. It is not the intention or meaning of this act to dire&® or afcertain what
things thall be held and confidered as an implied révocation, or revocation in
law, of any laft will, teftament or codicil, but there fhall be the fame con-
ftruction in all courts of law or equity with refpe&t to fuch implied revocations,
or rcvocations in Jaw, as if this aé had not been made.

C H AP IL
How twills fhall be autbenticated or proved.

I O prevent fraud in deflroying or fecreting wills and codicils, and contro-

verfies concerning the execution of them, it is hereby enacted and pro-
vided, that if any perfon fhall, with his or her own hand, deliver to any regifter
of wills, or the regifter or clerk of any office within the ftate authorifed to re-
cord wills, any packet fealed up, and endorfed as the laft will, teftament or codi-
cil of the party, it fhall be the duty of the faid officer, on the party’s paying
him the fum of ten fhillings, and of the fucceflors of the faid officer, to keep.
the faid packet, entire and fealed up, in fome fafe part of his office, endorfed
further with a memorandum of the delivery, and of the time thereof, until a.
demand of the faid packet fhall be made by the party who deliyered it, or by
fome relative, or other perfon, claiming the benefit of the faid packet, after the
death of the party; and if the demand fhall be made by the party, the packet
fhall forthwith be delivered back, fealed and entire, and if the demand be made
by a relative, or other perfon, after the death of the party, and the packet thall
have been until that time preferved fealed up, and entire, the faid regifter, or
clerk, fhall forthwith open and ¢xamine the fame in the prefence of the perfon
demanding, and of two or more credible witnefles;.and if what is contained. in
the faid packet fhall purport to be the laft will or codicil of the perfon who de-
pofited it, the faid officer fhall immediately record the fame, together with the
name of the perfon demanding, and of the witneffes to the opening, of the
faid packet, and an attefted copy under feal of the faid will or codicil, and of
the authentication thereof, as aforefaid, fhall be taken for, and operate as, the
will of the party, according to the nature of its provifions, unlefs there (hall be

fome will or writing competent to repeal or vacate it, agreeably to the provifions
hereih beforé contained. ' o o

| 2. But if on a demand made Aas aforcfaid, and infpeion, it fhall appear that
the faid packet hath been before opened, no will or codicil which it contains
thall be good and effeCtual for the purpofe for which it was made, unlefs it

law.

3. If any perfon thall open, fteal or deftroy, any packet committed to any
regifter, or clerk, as aforefaid, for cuftody, or fhall fteal or deftroy ‘any inftru-
ment of writing, purporting to. be a will, teftament or codicil, of any_other
perfon, the party, on convition thereof in a court of law, fhall be adjudged
guilty of felony, and receive fuch fentence and punithment as may be inflicted
for any other felony, not extending to death or diftnemberment.

4. If any private perfon, to whom a will or codicil hath been or thall be de-
livered by the party making it, for fafe cuftody, thall alter or deftroy the fame,
without the dirc@ion of the faid party, or fecrete it for the fpace of fix months
after the death of the party fhall be known to him or her, on conviction ther:}c:f
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be attefted and proved in the manner herein dire@ted to render it operative at




